                                              “Wild” Wysox River Challenge
  Hot Hot Hot!!!  With temperatures in the 95 degree rage and humid as it gets and the river as low as I have seen, the challenge was all that, “a Challenge”. Twenty seven paddlers made their way around the courses depending on their skill level. The fun race 1 mile had two entrants who made their way around Ralph Martin and Bradley Martin (Ralph grandfather to Bradley was nipped at the finish) both getting first in their division. The Touring Class making a 7 mile loop though a currant section who many found challenging, but all made it none the less… With Gary Mullen taking the over all in a time of 1:07:56 he and Dan Harmon had the battle of the day with Dan just 11 seconds back the lead changed a few times from what I saw.                                                                                               The Pro`s took off upstream on their way to the cash buoy`s in the currant section. Chaz Ross being the first to get there grabbed a $50 flag. Leon Mosher was there second and managed to find the $100 flag which had submerged and gave a yell on his good fortune. Paul Gruber and Steve Martin(C-2) were there next getting a $30 flag and Jeff and Joey Rankinen (C-2) grabbing a $30 in the may lay that ensued while Bruce Lee(C-1) grabbed a flag but lost it in the confusion. I know from watching this it was not easy was, but great fun to watch. They made their way up and down the upper buoy twice finishing on downstream. With Chaz Ross taking the overall, with a time of 1:56:05 and  first canoe Paul Gruber and Steve Martin with a time of 2:03:57.  We did have a girl to try her hand at the Pro class Linda Charles with a time of 2:58:00 a long time out there in these conditions, but hung in there “she is tough as nails” and even did an extra mile her time reflects when she past the finish line.
    Everyone was given a rubber chicken to throw at the target on their way past the start finish line, with one paddler trying so hard he took a swim (great fun). Two lucky soles finding the mark this was not an easy task while remaining moving. Bruce and Maryann Braman and Jeff and Joey Rankenin  with Bruce and Mary Ann getting first pick between the Cobra Kayak and the Carbon Epic paddle picking the kayak, both great prizes and totaling over a $1000 so it was good work on their part,” congratulation’s to them”!!!.  At the finish there was pizza, water and Gatorade, the Gatorade very popular and was not a surprise considering the heat. The Shoot-out was cancelled just being too hot (next year). In closing I would like to thank those all for participating and it is a true testament to the human spirit that you can come compete in conditions like this and at the end, laugh and tell your adventure as you saw it… Thanks again, Brad
